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You are if you call yourself a plant and can trace your 
ancestry to the year 1513 in Florida.  Another way of 
thinking about it, were you here before Columbus 
arrived?  Supposedly that date is when the first 
Europeans made it to the Florida shores.  I guess the 
Viking influence never made it to Florida so the Northern 
Europeans are discounted for purposes of deciding the 
native or non-native date. 
 
By the numbers, there are more than 4,000 plant 
species in Florida and about 25% of those are non-
native species.  Usually non-native refers to plants from 
other countries, regions or continents.  Being labeled 
non-native is not an indication a plant is causing 
problems.  Many of our agricultural crops are non-native.  
Tomatoes may be causing homeowners problems when 
we try to grow them but it isn’t because they are 
considered a threat to a native species.  According to 
IFAS there are no forests being threatened by tomato 
plants. http://plants.ifas.ufl.edu/guide/invplant.html 
 
Most of the non-natives are not a problem but some 130 
species are considered to be invasive in the state.  
These species have escaped cultivation and are 
spreading on their own and causing environmental and 
economic harm.  About thirty plant species are causing 
serious damage to the environment and to the collective 
pocketbook as measures are taken to control these 
invaders. 
http://plants.ifas.ufl.edu/guide/invplant.html#problem 
 
Without non-natives, we would have many fewer choices 
in yard plants and food crops.  It is the habit of thriving 
and taking over that makes a plant unwelcome. 

  

Native Americans called Great Plantain (Plantago 
major, above) White Man's Foot or Englishman's Foot 
because it spread wherever the Europeans went.  It was 
reputed to be valued for its medicinal qualities.  Even 
Shakespeare used it, at least in his plays.  Who would 
leave home without a plant that would cure kidney 
ailments and heal a wound, old and new

1
.  Could your 

old native plant do that?  Well, that’s what the 
newcomers to the New World thought the plant could do. 
  
Our growing collection of non-natives is being extended 
in a number of very specific ways.  Are you helping the 
spread of these plants? 
 

                                            
1 Rodale Herb Book, The, Rodale Press , 1974, p. 536 

Are You A Native? Lynn Fabian 
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Some ways the distribution takes place: 

¥ as seed and plant contaminants in 

imported nursery plants and soils;  

¥ as misidentified/unknown plants sold 

to/by aquarium keepers, water gardeners, 

landscapers and friends;  

¥ as whole plants and growing fragments in 

ballast water in foreign ships coming to 

our ports;  

¥ on those fruits and flowers you brought 

home in your vacation luggage;  

¥ and as hitchhikers on boat trailers, props, 

dive gear, or in bait wells.  

Some of our most unwelcome non-natives were even 
planted to control another problem.  Kudzu is a famous 
example.  It was planted for erosion control and now 

covers some seven million acres.  Mile-a-minute is a 
common name.  Sixty feet a year is not unheard of.  It 
does grow fast.  In some areas of the southeast, folks 
thought it best to close their windows at night to prevent 
the entry of kudzu vines. 
 
Kudzu was first introduced in 1876 at the Centennial 
Exposition in Philadelphia.  It took until 1972 for it to be 
declared a weed.  It is invasive because there is no 
natural control for it.  Its insect enemies were not 
imported along with the vine.  
 
Cogon grass was planted as a cattle feed.  Unfortunately 
no one ever asked the cows if it was good to eat.  As the 
grass matures, it becomes so coarse the cows refuse it 
as feed.  Seems it hurts their mouths after the plant 
matures. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

  
 
Who decides what should be termed invasive? 

 
 

 
The “Florida Exotic Pest Plant Council (FLEPPC) 
compiles invasive species lists that are revised every 
two years. Professional botanists and others perform 
exhaustive studies to determine invasive exotic plants 
that should be placed on the lists.   
 
Invasive exotic plants are termed Category I invasive 
plants when they are altering native plant communities 
by displacing native species, changing community 
structures or ecological functions, or hybridizing with 
natives. This definition does not rely on the economic 
severity or geographic range of the problem, but on the 
documented ecological damage caused.” 
http://www.fleppc.org/list/list.htm 
 
Category II invasive exotics have increased in 
abundance or frequency but have not yet altered Florida 
plant communities to the extent shown by Category I 
species. These species may become Category I if 
ecological damage is demonstrated. 
 
You can get a copy of the 2009 Invasive Plant List but 
here is a quick overview of what some folks in Okaloosa  

County are harboring.  These plants are in a lot of yards; 
you probably have one or two of them in yours. 
 

Category I Invasive Plants 
 
Mimosa tree 
Asparagus fern 
Air-potato 
Water Hyacinth 
Lantana 
Privet, Chinese & glossy 
Nandina, heavenly bamboo 
Mexican Petunia 
Chinese Tallow Tree 
 
Category II Invasive Plants 
 
Wax begonia 
Elaeagnus, Silverthorn 
Chinese wisteria 
Malanga, Elephant ear 

 
Category II Plants have not altered Florida plant 
communities to the extent of the Category I species.

 
 
 

Invasive Plants We Love (sometimes)…And Shouldn’t Go Near 
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While wandering around the native/non-native and invasive web sites, I realized I had no idea what some of these 
invasive plants looked like.  There are recognition cards that can be downloaded to help you learn more about the plants.  
The catch is that you download one at a time.  A full set or a regional set of cards is available and can be ordered. For just 
one or two cards, downloading is convenient.  http://plants.ifas.ufl.edu/parks/district1_reco_cards.html.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This card is for the invasive (Category I) plant we know 
as Nandina.  True Confession time; yes, it is in our yard.  
The builder planted it many years ago and I haven’t 
come up with a plant to replace it.  The ease with which 
it fills that particular niche is seductive.  I haven’t been in 
a hurry to replace it.  Who can resist the bright berries 
and light, lacy leaves.  And that’s the rub.  Every bird to 
stop and dine carries the next generation of the plant 
into areas where it is free to grow and spread.  Category 
I, remember? 
 
Florida Exotic Pest Plant Council is working to identify 
the plants that are causing the problems.  Texas  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

imposes fines and even jail terms for the possession of 
certain prohibited plant species; Water hyacinth, Hydrilla 
and Torpedograss being three of them. 
 
So what is the cost?  Without intervention, some of the 
invasive plants will completely change the balance that 
keeps natural areas healthy and diverse.  Millions of 
dollars are being spent to control plants that have 
become a threat to what we can now see are fragile 
ecological areas.  Sadly, a lot of those dollars are being 
spent to control what was once planted to “take care of” 
another problem…cattle feed or erosion.  Are we 
winning?  In some areas we are only marking time.  The 
problems are so extensive that the people working to 
eradicate are only able to contain, not eradicate a pest. 
 
Try to not be part of the problem.  Some of those 
invasive plants are just so darned pretty.  Be tough. 

Category I invasive plantsÉare altering native plant 
communities by displacing native species 
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If you are propagating something you want to 
share with other MGs, we are having a plant 
swap at the April meeting.  Don’t forget, 
Crestview at 9:00 a.m. Wednesday.  

 
 
 
 
Like people, there are many strange and wonderful 
plants that share our planet.  We will read descriptions of 
some, see pictures of others, get to meet a small portion 
of all those that exist but unfortunately we will never get 
to know them all.  I was introduced to this very unusual 
plant by Annette, a fellow Master Gardener. It has 
several common names, Tigers Whiskers, Devil Flower, 
Bat Head Lily, Bat Lily and Bat Flower.   There are 10-12 
species in the genus but only about half of these have 
notable horticultural value.  T. chantrieri is the Black Bat 
Flower.  T. intergrifolia  is the White variety and T. 
leontopetaloides the greenish purple.  
 
Until 2003 all Taccas were part of the Taccaceaae 
Family. This was changed and they became part of the 
same family as the yam, Dioscoreaceae.  Many people 
report that this is a difficult plant to start from seed and 
others have suggested the plant would rather die than 
live in conditions it found unacceptable.  I guess I must 
be doing something right.  This is my plant and it 
flowered after just a few months. 

 
The Taccas are natives of Southeast Asia, tropical 
Africa, Madagascar and Northeast South America. They 
will grow in Zones 9-10 but have some strict 
requirements.  The soil must be constantly moist, 
humidity of 50-70%, filtered light or shade, wind 
protection and temperatures of 55F or greater.  In the 
greenhouse, a mixture of 60% Peat moss, 30% perlite 
and 10% of vermiculite is recommended. 
 

 
 
 
What makes this plant special besides the unusual bat 
like flowers and long tendrils are the dark green shiny 
leaves.  They have a bold appearance and veining 
similar to a young palm or dwarf banana.  Unlike many 
potted plants they do not like to be root bound and 
should be upgraded each spring.  The reward is bigger 
and more leaves.  When the plant becomes bigger than 
you find desirable, harvest the offshoots, root prune and 
re-pot.  Use some of the pruned rootstock for 
propagation. 
 
T. palmate and T. intergrifolia both grow in the deep 
jungle on the moist forest floor where it appears they 
have mutuality or a symbiotic relationship with fungi.  
The former is a plant of Java in the Malayan Archipelago 
and is used as a food source.  The roots are a rich 
source of starch which is extracted by rasping and 
macerating for four or  five days in water, then dried. 
 
T. leontopetaloides Syn.T. pinnatifida is found both in the 
wild and cultivated on sunny seashores of Asia, Africa 
and the islands of the Pacific.  Like our native Florida 
Coontie, it is a producer of Arrow Root.  This is so 
predominant that the plant is called East Indian 
Arrowroot, South Sea Arrowroot, Polynesian Arrowroot, 
Tahiti Arrowroot and Fiji Arrowroot.  Hopefully, this plant 
will not suffer the fate of the Coontie.  Between 1845 and 
1925 several factories along the Miami River processed 
the starch from Coonties for Arrowroot.  At the peak of 
production, one mill extracted 10-15 tons per day.  It can 
take 30 years to grow a plant that might weigh five 
pounds.  Today only small remnants of what was once a 
vast population now remains. 
 
One cannot help but wonder what will happen as the 
world population continues to increase.  Will we be able 
to grow for both the stomach and the eye or will we all 
need signs in our gardens that read, “Please don’t eat 
the daisies or other flowers”. 

 
 
 

Tacca chantrieri Bob Bayer 
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–– Master Gardener Meeting: Apr 7, Crestivew, 9a. 
–– Field Trip afterwards (Contact Stacey) 
 
–– April Board Meeting Location TBD April 21, 2010, 9:30a 
 
–– Turn in Volunteer hours at the meeting 
–– 4

th
 Wednesday, Nursery workday, 10a 

 
–– Apr 10: Bird Walk, Bluewater Bay, Choctawhatchee Audubon Society 
–– Apr 16: Earth Day, Ft, Walton Beach Landing.  Contact Val to volunteer 
–– Apr 17: Earth Day Beach Clean-up 
–– May 1: Choctawhatchee Estuary Family Festival 

– 
 

(E-mail events to  Editor/Compost Pile) 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
Landscape Plants for the Gulf and South Atlantic Coasts 

 
By Robert J. Black and Edward F. Gilman 

 
This month's book, 
published by the University 
Press of Florida, is found 
on our own Extension 
bookshelf. Let me take a 
moment to thank Faye 
Todd and Marilyn Koser, 
who put in many afternoon 
hours organizing the 
Reference Library for the 
Master Gardeners. Be sure 
to look it over next time you 
are in the office and offer 
your appreciation to these 
ladies for their efforts. 

  
Robert Black and Edward Gilman have co-authored an 
excellent reference book on the selection, establishment 
and maintenance of trees, shrubs, palms, vines and 
ground covers that thrive in our state. Focused on the 
effects of salt on the landscape, all plant materials are  
grouped according to their salt tolerance levels. 
 
The authors educate the reader on topics such as how 
to examine a prospective plant in the nursery, how to  
 

 
 
plant it when taking it home, and how to best establish 
and maintain a healthy plant. There is an extensive 
section on the proper methods of pruning for both shrubs 
and trees in the landscape. 
 
Finally, there is a plant selection guide covering all the 
types above. Plants are in alphabetical order by 
botanical name and there is no index, so if you only 
know the common name, you'll have to browse through 
the lovely color photos to find the plant you're looking 
for!  Along with basic information on each plant's cultural 
needs, suggestions are made for how to use the plant in 
your landscape.  
 
While this is not a book for light summer reading, it will 
greatly increase your knowledge of how to find the right 
plant for the right place!  
 
ISBN 0-8130-2722-5 
 

 

Coming Events 

Book Review Klare Fox
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Sharing our experiences with each other makes us better able to respond when we get calls from homeowners.  If you 
have an unusual call or experience with a Home Visit, contact Carol or write about your findings.  Of course, this means 
you will have to work the phones occasionally so you get this sort of call.  Ouch!!  I see those three fingers pointing back 
at me! 

 

 
 
Problem as described by the homeowner: 
 

My camellia bush 
has a 12Ó 
diameter area 
where the leaves 
turned brown last 
Fall and have 
since fallen off; 
now I see another 
area beginning.  
What is the 
problem, and 
what should I do? 
 

Findings: 
 
This call came in 
to the MG Desk at 
the Crestview 
Office in March 

just before our monthly meeting.  I decided I needed to 
see the plant to gather more information and obtain 
samples from the areas of concern.  I also thought it 
would be a good learning opportunity to share with my 
fellow MGs at our monthly meeting.  If you were at the 
March meeting, you know that there was a brief 
discussion of possible answers, including borers or 
camellia dieback.  Following the meeting, Andy Donetelli 
agreed to return with me for a second home visit. 
 
A general observation of the mature camellia showed 
some cold damage (bronze leaves) and previous, 
minimal whitefly damage, although neither active whitefly 
nor scale/other common pests were evident.  It was also 
noted that there were two plants growing together.  The 
plant was healthy overall but had been planted in the 
wrong place; it was too close to both the house and the 
driveway, thus requiring unwanted pruning. 
 
Andy took pictures of the interior branches; the limb 
nodes were intact and new leaf buds were apparent.  
Unopened flower buds were examined and found to be 
normal.  Early growth of lichen was noted.  Andy also 
dug ~3” deep at the crown of the plant, where an 
encircling root was discovered.  There was no outward 
evidence of armillaria.  There remains a possibility that 
something viral is occurring, but without leaves from the 
affected area, we can’t be sure. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Recommendations to the homeowner included:   
(1) keep area underneath bush cleaned up; 
(2) remove approximately 3” of soil from around the 

base to expose the crown of the shrub; 
(3) remove and destroy any obvious deadwood, 

sterilizing pruning tool after each cut with a 10% 
chlorine bleach solution; and, 

(4) wait and see, examining new leaves for mottled 
appearance, which would indicate the presence of 
virus.  Call the Extension office in this case. 

 
Finally, Andy and I discussed whether this camellia was 
a japonica or sasanqua (the homeowner was not the 
original planter and did not know).  Knowing the variety 
provides clues when diagnosing problems, since 
sasanquas are more resistant to the camellia dieback 
disease that is more commonly found in japonicas.  The 
second link at the end of this article provides a picture 
that compares the smaller leaves of sasanquas to the 
larger japonica leaves.  Another difference is that 
blossoms of sasanquas fall one petal at a time, whereas 
the japonica blossom falls intact to the ground.  Our 
subject plant had large leaves and intact blossom drop, 
indicating that it was a japonica. 
 
If you want to learn more about this beautiful addition to 
our north Florida landscapes, please visit the links that 
follow. 
 
http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/ep002 
 
http://www.dannylipford.com/diy-home-
improvement/lawn-and-gardening/how-to-grow-
camellias/ 
 
http://www.ag.auburn.edu/hort/landscape/dbpages/148.h
tml 
 
http://groups.ucanr.org/mgnapa/Articles/Sasanqua_Cam
ellias.htm 

PLANT QUESTION OF THE MONTH Carol Rose 
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Spring is a time of renewal.  All things seem new.  The 
world is fresher, the colors brighter and the world seems 
to be reproducing everywhere you look.  New things are 
born to add to our amazement and delight.  
Congratulations to Mike and Stephanie for the new 
addition to their family.  Was it springtime in Alaska? 
 

Some spring 
sights are 
flashy and 
others are 
very quiet.  
Contrast is 
important 
and 
sometimes 
you have to 
look closely 
to see the 
small 
beauties.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Where else do the bright pinks and deep reds co-exist 
and compliment each other if not in the spring azalea 

explosion.  On a walk last night 
in the waning light, we were 
impressed with a yard that had 
white azaleas mixed with the 
pinks and reds.  The white 
seemed to glow through the 
growing darkness.  It was a 
pleasure to see.  Remember 
these sights then think what it 
might be without this particular 
non-native species.  
 

 
On Hwy 20 we noticed another color combination that 
seemed improbable.  Oldfield Toadflax lavendar was 
mixed with the deep red of a short ‘grass’. 
 

Here was a pairing of purple and red that was a treat to 
see.  Really must try to find out what the grass is.  
Anyone have an idea, based on this sketchy 
description? 
 
Thanks to all of you who helped with the MG booth at 
the Home 
Show.  
The 
change of 
venue 
may have 
deterred 
some of 
us from 
volunteer-
ing but 
there were 
a lot of 
booths representing many businesses and the MGs 
seemed to have our fair share of traffic.  Nita will have 
the totals for us on Wednesday. 
 
Coinciding with the Home Show was an opportunity to 
spread the UF/IFAS information at the Eglin Base 
Exchange.  Lockey was contacted on the project and 
recruited Judy F. and Ed and I.  We talked to visitors in 
the garden center, trying to improve choices based on 
what the customers said they were hoping to do.  Not an 
easy thing when there is a finite selection to choose from 
but most of the people we talked to seemed happy to be 
receiving the help. 
 
A huge ‘thank you’ to Sandy Killingsworth and her 
family’s business for the year they hosted our web site.  
The board voted to move our web site to a host where 
the design and implementation is handled “in-house” by 
MGs.  Info/Pub Chair Marg Stewart has designed and 
implemented a brand new web site. It is up and 
operating at ocmga.org…same name, different host site.  
Please take a look and give Marg your feedback.  As 
she says, “be gentle”.  It will grow and mature as all 
projects do but it needs your input to do so. 
 
One of the features we were missing last year was the 
photo gallery feature.  Marg has a great start on a gallery 
with the updated web site.  Now the thing that is missing 
is the photos YOU take at events that can be added to 
the gallery.  Please remember to send your BEST shots 
that tell the story of the event and see them published for 
the world to see…well, our little bit of the world. 
 
See you Wednesday.  ––Lynn 

Last Word Lynn Fabian 
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About Us  


