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Itching to begin planting?  CanÕt stand the cold (and 
neither can the plants)!  Try spending some time 
planning a few container gardens for your home and 
yard. 
 
Dr. Gary Knox of the University of Florida/IFAS offers us 
two publications that might get the juices flowing for 
spring gardening.  Most of us can tackle a planter when 
we donÕt want to dig a flowerbed.  The container garden 
can elevate plants so we notice them more than we 
might the same specimens planted in the ground; and if 
we notice them more, it is important to assure that the 
plants are in top-notch condition.  
 

Today, container gardening generally 
refers to large containers planted with a 
mixture of plants. Current trends 
combine various annuals and 
perennials with tropical plants, 
seasonal plants and even woody 
plants. Creating a beautiful container 
garden utilizes Ð on a smaller scale Ð 
all the same elements of design used 
in creating beautiful landscapes: color, 
form, line, proportion, and texture 
(Circular 536, Basic Principles of 
Landscape Design, 
http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/MG086). 

Here are some additional tips from the 
publication (see below for citation) for using 
container gardens and increasing their visual 
impact: 

• Think big! The latest trend is to use large 
containers, and the larger, the better. For 
greatest impact, the container needs size, color 
or dramatic shape. 

• Incorporate small trellises, plant supports or 
small decorative objects to add height and 
drama to a container garden. However, be 
careful not to use too many or too large non-
plant components or these objects will dominate 
the container garden. 

Sometimes you can increase the dramatic effect of a 
small container by simply placing it on a pedestal 
or otherwise elevating the container to bring it closer 
to eye.  Don't stop with just one! Groupings of 
containers create impressive displays. However, 
don't use a hodge-podge of containers and plants - 
be sure to unify the grouping by using one or more 
of the following: 

o Same-shaped container in different 
sizes 

o Same type of container (i.e., concrete, 
glazed pottery or fiberglass) 

o Same color of container 
o Same dominant plant form in all 

containers (i.e., spiky plants, or trailing 
plants) 

o Same accent color in all containers (i.e., 
burgundy foliage, white variegated 
foliage or orange flowers) 

 

  
In The MeantimeÉ  Lynn Fabian 
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• Shady sites need brighter colors for impact. 
Colors under shade often appear more muted 
than in sunlight. 

• Use containers in garden beds to define or 
divide space, accent a garden border, or add 
color to a planting during its off-season. 
Container gardens can be permanent 
components of the garden, or temporary accents 
used when needed. 

• Take advantage of the portability that containers 
allow 

 

o Rearranging containers creates a fresh 
composition and doesn't cost any more 
than a bit of effort. 

o It may be necessary to relocate containers 
with the season, i.e., moving sun-loving 
plants out of shadows to sunnier environs 
as the days shorten, or moving containers 
with tender plants to protected corners 
during cold weather. 

o Finally, remove "tired" container gardens. 
Shift them into less visible areas when 
plants need a little "R & R" to recover and 
achieve their former glory 

http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/ep326 
 

 
   
 
 

Very Tiny Container Gardens 
 
Recently I received a link to the web site of Dan Barton in England.  I have never met Mr. Barton.  He is a friend of Ed 
SmithÕs (1997).  Ed and his wife Jean brought Dan to Florida as a bonsai artist many years ago. 
 
In bonsai we often use a small accent plant as an accompaniment for a bonsai tree.  Most of us have a small pot filled 
with a grass or even a very small bonsai tree.  The challenge, like all plants, is to keep it alive.  And this challenge is with 
a pot many times smaller than what most of us are used to dealing with.  I am in awe of someone who can create the pot, 
add the soil and a plant and then keep it alive to eventually bloom and be photographed so beautifully. 
 
I contacted Dan about showing some of his pots and accent plants in our newsletter and he graciously agreed.  It is a nice 
extension of the container garden concept.  You might notice that some of the pots on the web site are shown to scale 
with a matchstick beside them. 
 
 
 

 
 
Hosta Ôblue mouse earsÕ 

 

Accent Plants Thanks to Ed Smith for the Contact 
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Campanula punctata ÔNana AlbaÕ 
 
 
 

 
 

Allium Thunbergii 'Osaka' 
 

 
 

Black Mondo 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
I picked accent plants that were identified.  For 
those who are good at this sort of thing, see if 
you can identify the plants in the pots on the 
web site.  Yes, they are English, but we grow 
many of them (or their cousins) here. 
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–MG Meeting Feb 3, 9:00a 
–Feb. Board Meeting TBD Feb 17, 2010, 9:30a 
 
ÐFeb 6: Bird Walk, Niceville area, Choctawhatchee Audubon Society 
ÐFeb 10: BMP Sheila Dunning at Ext. Annex 
ÐFeb 12-15: Great Backyard Bird Count www.birdsource.org/gbbc 
ÐFeb 24:  Nursery Workday.  1/2 hour class each Ôlast WednesdayÕ at 9:30.  Check with nursery 
ÐFeb 27:  Eco-Nomic Expo at NW FL Fairgrounds; 9a Ð 3p 
ÐMarch/Apr TBA Scouting:  Sheila Dunning:  
 
(E-mail events to  Editor/Compost Pile) 

To enjoy more of the pictures of Dan BartonÕs accent plants and pots, click on this link:  
http://danbartonbonsaipots.wordpress.com/accent-plants/accent-plants-page-2/ 
Take a moment to look at a few of the many pots and plants shown.  They are truly wonderful. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
  
 

Zamioculcas zamiifolia 
Zam-ee-oh-KUL-kass  zam-ee-FOH-lee-uh 

 
No matter how much we know about plants and gardening or 
how much time we devote to their care, I think we all search 
for that perfect plant.  You know, the one that takes care of 
itself, hardly ever needs water, always looks good, and is 
never bothered by insects or pathogens.  Is it too good to be 
true?  Well, there is such a plant.  It has been available for 
more than twenty years but did not gain serious popularity 
until 1999.
  
In 2002 and again in 2009 the Florida NurserymenÕs and 
Growers Association named Zamioculcas zamiifolia, the ZZ 
Plant, the Florida houseplant of the Year.  Its name is taken 
from the cycad, Zamia furfuracea, the Cardboard Palm, which 
it bears a resemblance to.  However, it is more closely related 

Coming Events 

The ZZ Plant Bob Bayer 
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to other Aroids such as the Philodendron, Spathiphyllum and Aglaonema.  
In fact, it is sometimes referred to as the Aroid 

Palm, Arum Fern, Fat Boy Plant, Eternity Plant 
and most commonly the ZZ Plant.  It is the only 
know species in the genus Zamioculcas.  Like 
other members of the Araceae or Arum Family, 
the inflorescence is best characterized by the 
distinctive spadix and spathe flowers often 
seen in the Caladium and Elephant Ears. 

 
We should consider a plantÕs cultural needs 
based upon its origin.  By mimicking nature we 
can provide a plant with its inbred 
requirements.  The ZZ is a native of Tanzania 
and Zanzibar in Eastern Africa.  It grows on the 
dry plains and the edges of woodlands.  It has 
a tuberous root similar to a potato, which can 
store water whenever it is available.  This is a 
wonderful trait, especially for us that are 
forgetful about watering.  It has been reported 
that during a trial, a ZZ plant received water 
only six times during an eighteen month period 
and this was on an office desk.  The experts 
seem to be in agreement that the only way to 
kill a ZZ culturally is by over watering. 

 
Most plants that we attempt to grow indoors 
suffer from the low light intensity and lack of 
humidity.  This plant continues to retain good 
health and coloration even under these severe 
conditions.  The rich green luster of the leaves 
gives the appearance that they have been 
treated with leaf shine.  It will tolerate all light 
conditions except hot, direct afternoon sun, 
because like us, it will get sun burned. 

 
No one seems to 
be certain why 
but insects totally 
avoid this plant.  
Experts agree the 
plant seems to 
have few if any 
negative traits.  It 
does grow slowly 
but this is 

considered an attribute in houseplants.  In 
milder weather the ZZ can be grown outside 
and has been report to survive temperatures 
down as low as 24 degrees Fahrenheit. 

 
 
One final attribute: It can be easy to propagate 
from leaf cuttings.  This is similar to the way 
you would propagate Jade Plant.  Remove the 
leaf from the stem.  Dip the petiole (leaf stem) 
into rooting hormone.  Stick the cutting into a 
small pot with a mixture of 50% peat and 50% 
perlite.  Cover with a plastic bag to retain 
moisture.  Keep slightly moist but not wet.  The 
rooting process may take as long as one year.  
During this time, the leaf may discolor or even 
die.  Do not dispose of the plant before 
checking to see if a small tuber has developed.  
If it has, a new leaf should be produced very 
soon. 

 
What more could we ask of a plant: 
 

• Thrives on neglect 
• Requires little water 
• Tolerates low light conditions 
• Not troubled by insects 
• Resists pathogens 
• Easy to propagate 
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Weeds of Southern Turfgrasses 
 
Tim R. Murphy, Coordinating Author 
Published by University of Florida/IFAS Extension 

 
It's about that time of year again. Homeowners will begin noticing winter weeds in all 
their glory and thoughts will be turning to the annual battle for a weed-free lawn. 
 
Time for Master Gardeners to prepare to answer all those questions like "What is 
this weed?" and "How do I get rid of it?" While Weeds of Southern Turfgrasses does 
not address the latter, it is a great resource for indentifying Florida's abundance of 
weed types. And as we are told, the key to weed management is identification. 
 
Weeds are broken down into two main groups, Grasses / Grass-Like Weeds and 
Broadleaf Weeds. Full color photos of the weed both in the lawn and close-up are 
paired with a short descriptive paragraph including both common and scientific 
names. All the ammunition you need to help homeowners decide the best 
management practice for the specific weeds they are encountering in their 
landscape. 
 
Who knows, while perusing the lovely names such as Redstem Filaree and Cupid's-
Shaving-Brush, you may discover a new appreciation for the beauty of weeds. Good 
luck with making that go over! 
 
This book is available in the Extension Office Library as well as the IFAS/Extension 
Bookstore. 

 
ISBN 0-9746963-0-7 
 
 
Let us know if you have a favorite gardening book you think we would enjoy hearing about.  Contact Book Review. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

There must be a whole raft of people who sit around for 
most of the year and think up things to send me in the 
mail during the long days of winter (sounds as if I live in 
Minnesota) just to get me to want stuff and maybe buy 
said stuff. 
 
IÕm being offered Re-blooming Lilacs ($4.99) and a 
complete butterfly AND hummingbird garden for only 
$9.95; hydrangea (to complete my own privacy hedge) 
for only 3 for $4.98; Pampas grass and Black Magic 
Elephant EarsÉan incredible tropical wonder!!  From 

this same bit of mail I can get a compost barrel, a tiller, a 
deck awning and an EarthBox (because Homegrown is 
best!). 
 
Jerry Baker wants to sell me his Garden Secrets and if I 
buy much of the stuff offered, I can also buy a yard and 
garden building to put it in.  Want to grow your own 
mushrooms?  Get the free brochure to learn how.  There 
is a FREE Iris catalog: but will they grow here?  Mother 
Earth News is still around and only costs $10 for 6 
issues.  Take a correspondence course right at home.  

Book Review Klare Fox

  

Last Word Lynn Fabian 
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Gardening and Landscaping are offered.  Just return the 
card or callÉ  
ThereÕs Backyard Poultry or what P. Allen Smith calls 
moveable yard art.  I think they are talking about more 
chickens than P. Allen was. 
 
Out of the gems offered on just one day, there was only 
one thing that really caught my eye; that EarthBox.  I 
seem to remember someone in the MGs ordering one of 

these for a daughter.  If you are the one who ordered it, 
please let us know how it worked out.  It is for container 
gardening, you know. 
 
Keep warm and keep the faith.  Spring comes a little 
closer every day. 
 
See you on Wednesday. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Compost Pile is a 
publication of the 
Okaloosa County Master 
Gardeners Association. 
 

Okaloosa County Master Gardeners 
Association is a volunteer 
organization sponsored by 
Okaloosa County Extension and 
the  
University of Florida IFAS. 
 
The Foundation for the Gator 
Nation...an equal opportunity 
institution. 
 
Lynn Fabian, Editor 
Marg Stewart, Web Site Coordinator 
Sandy Killingsworth, Host Contact 
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