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MG Education Seminar, Encore Azaleas, Sept 18th, 10a-1p (Fairgrounds)

Living with Weeds

Lynn Fabian

If you don’t have weeds in your lawn and flower
beds, you are probably living on another planet
or at least not in the State of Florida. We have
weeds in abundance that are not found in the
rest of the country.

Your lawn weeds are small potatoes compared
to the weeds that bedevil the commercial
growers in Florida. Larry Williams often tells
home owners to lower their expectations of what
to expect in the turf grasses available to us.

The sweep of gorgeous green is reminiscent of
a class of people who also had live-in help and
a cadre of gardeners and gofers to care for a
view that did not also have sheep and cows
grazing on it. You had arrived when you could
have grass no cows were supposed to eat.

Still, the weeds are among us. We have weeds
in lawns, ponds and pastures; there are weeds
that are edible, some that are harmful, or pretty

and even native. Some are invading native
habitats which gets the attention of various
governmental and special interest groups.
There are weeds we grow as ornamentals and
others that are now resistant to the methods
used to destroy them in the past.

Some weeds are more persistent than others:
biennials or perennials stay around longer.
Annuals spend one season growing and
producing next year’s seeds to begin the cycle
all over again. Your annuals may thrive in winter
or summer but you can count on them returning
next year if you do not interrupt the cycle.

Weeds may be broadleaf plants or grass plants;
live in soil or thrive in wet areas. They love
open ground and seem to know just where we
don’t want them to grow.

Welcome to the wonderful world of weeds.
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Know Thy Enemy

from The Florida Lawn Handbook

Drs. Unruh, Brecke and Trenholm of the
University of Florida tell us that knowing your
weed is the first step to making a plan of attack.
Is it a broadleaf (a dicotyledon) or a grass (a
monocotyledon)? Might it be a sedge or rush
that favors a wet environment?

If you choose the wrong grass for your site, you
are already behind the power curve. If the grass
you plant doesn'’t like the place you planted it,
the weeds will see this as an opportunity to fill in
the empty spots. This is what many of us
eventually begin to rejoice over by saying, “Well,
at least its green!”.

Keeping your lawn grass properly fertilized and
watered gives you the opportunity to mow grass
to the proper height. Remember, we fertilize
and water so we can mow grass so it grows so
we can fertilize and water.... Frequent mowing
to the proper height will help keep the lawn
looking its best.

The good doctors make the point “weeds don’t
create a void, they fill a void”.

Sometimes the enemy is your own family. You
plant grass in a beautiful sweep that is a joy to
behold and the kids decide it is the perfect

shortcut to get to the pool or a great place to hit
grounders.

Did you ever notice the paths people make in a
landscape around public buildings? Why not
leave the area unpaved and wait until people
beat a path to your door. Then you know where
to pave.

There are always a few insects and diseases
that are waiting in the wings to challenge your
lawn. Any lawn damaged by mole crickets or
chinch bugs will be slow to recover and weeds
will be happy to help cover that spot with one of
their finest.

Keeping weeds out is the best way to start. Pull
weeds by hand if they are not numerous; muich
areas that are not covered by turf; mow at the
proper height with a sharp mower blade and use

herbicides in the least toxic amounts possible
http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/ep141

While wandering around the internet | found a
file that contains weed ID information. It is a
great review. ipm.ifas.ufl.edu/resources/
success_stories/t.../Weed_Identification.pfd

| do not remember seeing a UF flip file of
common weeds. Maybe we need one of our
own. Hmmm...
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The Odd Lawn Weed Lynn Fabian

Having a memory for things like botanical
names and weed ID is something | cannot lay
claim to.

On a recent home visit the owner asked us to
identify a single, tall weed growing in her flower
border; otherwise the border was immaculate.
Hmmmmm...

We took a picture and told her we would get
back to her. It reminded me of chamberbitter on
steroids but it was already four feet high and no

evidence of seeds. A quick search through the
Weeds of Southern Turf Grasses yielded no
clues. (See Klare Fox’s review of this book on

page 8)

Mr. Google was singularly unhelpful with the
search arguments we fed it. Deciding to make
a more thorough search, | started over with
Weeds and leafed page by page through the
book.

Finally, there it was; page 143. Hemp Sestina
(Sestina exaltata). It is a summer annual and
one of the diagnostic characteristics was the
number of leaflets on each of the compound
leaves. In retrospect it would have helped
immensely if we had the plant in our hands as
we searched. The leaflets were impossible to
count from the picture. Stacey knew of the
plant and asked about flowers; there were no
flowers on our specimen...yet.

Since identifying the plant, | have seen some
really impressive specimens along the uncut
roadsides. If you are interested (and it has not
been cut down) you can see this plant at the
end of P. J. Adams Road nearest SR 85. Look
on the south side of the road after you pass (or
before you get to) the gas station on the corner.
The north corner of 85 and P. J. Adams also has
some champion specimens.

Most of our lawn weeds occur frequently
enough that ID should become fairly routine.
Finding the plant pictured in one of our books in
the library or searching the internet will satisfy
most requests for ID

C/‘/‘Z(/c/zing ancther's 3ara/en doesn ,éeep the weeds owlt oF your own.

~Aethor Unknoon
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Herbicide Resistant Weeds

http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/ag239

Herbicides work to control the way plants grow
by interrupting what is called a site of action.
Different herbicides may work at the same site
of action.

Using an herbicide properly is the best way to
assure that a weed is controlled. Improper use
may result in only partial control of a plant and
result in a weed developing resistance to
certain herbicides. Always follow label
directions. If there is no label information you
can find most of the instructions on line. (If there
is no label, how do you know what it is? Always
know your herbicides and pesticides!)

Worldwide there were an estimated 300 weed
biotypes resistant to some sort of herbicide in
2008. At that time, American black nightshade,
goosegrass, hydrilla and doted duckweed were
the only documented ones in Florida. Now
Palmer Amaranth has been added to the list.

Visit this site for more information and pictures
of each of these weeds. http://weedscience.org/

In.asp

Alabama and Georgia have slightly different
lists and are right on our borders. Be careful

what you carry from state to state. Just
because we are not subject to cargo
inspections does not mean we should be
careless.

All of these weeds are showing some
resistance to herbicides.

Horseweed
Ragweed
Pigweed

Italian ryegrass
Rigid ryegrass
Livid amaranth

Giant foxtail

Tall waterhemp
Common sunflower
Kochia

It is the commercial grower that is most often
faced with the problem of a resistant weed. The
option of hand pulling weeds or hoeing them out
of existence is not feasible on a commercial
scale.

Be careful how you use herbicides. What you
do does make a difference.
http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/ag239

You Are Addicted to Gardening When...

Soil test results actually mean something.

You understand what IPM means and are happy about it.
You can’t bear to thin seedlings and throw them away.
(NOTE! Make an exception for weeds!)

You rejoice in rain...even after 10 straight days of it.
You buy a bigger truck so that you can haul more muich.

http://www.mikesbackyardnursery.com/2010/06/you-know-you-are-addicted-to-gardening-when/
(all quotations are anonymous) Thanks to Shirley Howell for the site
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Landscape Question of the Month Marilyn Koser

News in the War on Weeds...

This summer has been good for weeds. We've
all had robust crops of them and so have our
customers. It seems to me that the
predominant questions at last week’s plant clinic
were, “What are these weeds and what can | do
about them?” Although there have not been
that many questions about weeds at the
Crestview office, the Annex has been swamped
with weed questions, too. | know; | visited last
Friday with a bunch of my own weeds and a
brand new 10 oz bottle of Bayer Celsius™ WG.
| wanted to make sure all the experts agreed on
the identification of the weeds in my yard since
I'd just purchased Celsius to use in combating
them. Like our customers, my yard has some
of the most pernicious weeds: Chamberbitter,
Florida pusley, Virginia buttonweed, Florida
betony, the list goes on....

| first heard about Celsius from my husband’s
golf partner. His next door neighbor, a dentist,
had used Celsius to eliminate the
Chamberbitter in his lawn. The golfer said it
was expensive - $80, but worth the cost to him
to have a weed free lawn. “Wow”, | thought,
“What product can be used in the heat of
summer and will control Chamberbitter?” It took
a couple weeks for the golfer’s neighbor to get
back from vacation and get me the name of the
product, but finally, | had it — Celsius by Bayer .
My husband printed out the label from the
internet so | could study it.

On the label, Celsius is described as a
“herbicide for the control of annual and
perennial broadleaf weeds and grasses in
warm-season turf types”. Its major ingredient is
dicamba at 57%. Nothing new there, except for
the high percentage concentration. There are
two other ingredients — actives — per the
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developer Bayer. They are iodosulfuron-methyl-
sodium and thiencarbazone-methyl at much
lower concentrations, 1.9% and 8.7%,
respectively. As much as I'd like to understand
the chemical actions of these “actives”, I'm
going to leave that to the experts. The label
states “CAUTION”, stop — read the label before
use and keep out of the reach of children. Well,
that’'s pretty typical for many of the lawncare
products we homeowners use routinely in trying
to have perfect lawns so | wasn’t deterred. The
label also stated Celsius to be an eye irritant
and indicated that personal protective
equipment should be worn during use. All this
seemed pretty typical of most labels, even the
parts that warned about “non-target plants
being adversely affected” if exposed to drift and
the potential to affect surface water quality due
to rain runoff.

| was a bit concerned when | noticed the
statement under “Product Uses” that says
Celsius is intended for commercial application
(licensed applicators only). Since the label is
the law, could | as a homeowner apply Celsius?
| was still intrigued as | read the remainder of
the label and noted that it could be used on
several varieties of St. Augustine grass and one
of centipede. This was good news as my grass
is centipede being cultivated into St. Augustine.
The label also indicated control of many of the
pesky weeds we've all experienced this
summer: Florida pusley, spurge, chamberbitter,
kyllinga, doveweed, Florida betony, dollarweed,
Virginia buttonweed. Except for that little
concern about being for commercial applicators
only, this Celsius was looking pretty good.

On my next day at the Crestview extension
office, | asked Sheila if she’d ever heard of
Celsius. She reviewed the label and had good
things to say about Celsius’ weed control


http://www.backedbybayer.com/BAYER/CropScience/BackedByBayer.nsf/06DE21674CD30A888525766A005D2C7E/$FILE/Celsius%20WG%20Label.pdf
http://www.backedbybayer.com/BAYER/CropScience/BackedByBayer.nsf/06DE21674CD30A888525766A005D2C7E/$FILE/Celsius%20WG%20Label.pdf

potential. She indicated that the biggest
problem was measuring the small amounts to
be used to spot treat weeds in homeowner’s
yards. Since we had the label printout, she
guided me through the calculations for spot
treating 1000 sq ft at the highest use rate —
0.113 gms per gallon or just under 3/4t
teaspoon per gallon. She also indicated she
might include Celsius in her upcoming Master
Gardener training “World of Weeds/Pesticide
Safety” since word was getting out about the
product.

The next Wednesday was the plant clinic. It
seemed that everyone there was answering
questions about weeds and how to get rid of
them. | was no exception. My first two
customers both needed help identifying their
weeds — chamberbitter, Florida pusley, spotted
spurge and Virginia buttonweed, dollarweed,
Florida betony. | explained that the best way to
prevent weeds was proper culture of the lawn
and explained about watering as needed, not
everyday, as was one customer’s practice. In
addition to proper mowing and fertilizing, we
also talked about timing of preemergent and
postemergent herbicides.  Since it is pretty
disheartening to have a weed problem and
know that all you can do is change your cultural
practices and wait until spring to start actively
combating summer weeds, | mentioned the new
product Celsius to them also. Most customers
seemed to be deterred by the high cost even
when | suggested that they share it with their
neighbors. | also heard Sheila mention Celsius
to one of her clients.

After the rush of customers, the Master
Gardeners got together and discussed Celsius.
Most had not heard of it and some were a bit
skeptical. We did find that Celsius was
introduced by Bayer at the 2009 Turf Expo and
Gnat Fest. We couldn’t find any indication that
UF has done any specific research on it. We
agreed that the Niceville Master Gardeners
would perform a Celsius trial in our own yards.

© Okaloosa County Master Gardeners

My job was to go purchase it and then make it
available to the Niceville Master Gardeners.

| stopped by one of the commercial lawncare
stores on my way home from the plant clinic.
The proprietor was in the process of selling his
last container of Celsius to one of our plant clinic
customers! It was not one of the people Sheila
or | mentioned Celsius to so it must have been
coincidence. | was impressed with the
explanation the store proprietor provided to the
homeowner and learned a bit more about
Celsius myself. One of the big name local lawn
care companies started using Celsius last year
and was having good results and the lawn care
store couldn’t keep it on the shelf.

Friday after the plant clinic, | bought my own 10
oz container of Celsius for $79.50 including the
tax. The lawncare store proprietor answered
more of my questions about it. Does it have a
shelf life? No. Do | use high, medium, or low
use rate if | have weeds from all categories in
my lawn? Use the highest use rate, but
amounts above 3/4"" teaspoon per gallon must
be applied at temperatures below 80 degrees or
the lawn will burn. Do | have to add the
suggested surfactant? Yes, especially if some
of the weeds have shiny leaves. Use 1
teaspoon of dish soap per gallon. (Note:
Measuring information is on the Bayer website
Celsius by Bayer).

From there | went to the Annex with my weeds
and my Celsius and we agreed to start the
Niceville “trials” as soon as it stops raining.
Maybe you are lucky enough to already have a
professional lawn care company applying
Celsius to combat your weeds; if not, you are
welcome to participate in the Niceville Master
Gardener “trials”. Please call me, if you are
interested!

This article is presented for informational purposes
and is not an endorsement of any Bayer Company or
their products by the University of Florida/IFAS or the
Okaloosa County Extension Service or the Okaloosa
County Master Gardeners.
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Okaloosa County MG Education Seminar

September 18th, 10a-1p

2

; OKALOOSA COUNTY % O/l’i&%
MASTER GARDENERS %, Uy
EDUCATION SEMINAR Yo, A

Featuring Guest Speaker:
BUDDY LEE

(Plant Breeder & Developer of Encore Azaleas)

Introducing New Garden Plants from Encore Azaleas & Southern Living Plant
Collections

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 18, 2010
10:00-1:00 (Registration begins at 9:30)
Northwest Florida Fairgrounds
1958 Lewis Turner Blvd., Fort Walton Beach, Florida 32547

Selected Encore Azaleas & NEW Varieties of Southern Living Plants
will be featured and available for purchase in a Silent Auction
View Plant Varieties at www.encoreazalea.com & www.southernlivingplants.com

Cost (includes admission and refreshments): $ 10.00 Pre-registration $12.00 at Door
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PRE-REGISTRATION FORM:

Name,

Address
(Street, City & Zip)

Email Phone

To Pre-register: Mail this form with a check made payable to OCMGA NO LATER THAN SEPT. 10™
to: Daisy Pfoertner, 4082 Indian Trail Drive, Destin, Florida 32541-4322
For more information, call (850) 650-2804 or (850) 269-2170. Information is also available at:

www.ocmga.org/Seminars_and_Education.php

The headline speaker
at the seminar will
be Buddy Lee,
plant breeder and
s developer of the
.4 Encore Azalea.

There will be a
silent auction of
some choice
Encore Azaleas.

Don’t miss the
seminar planned for

September 18th at the NWF
Fairgrounds. Contact Daisy F. at
269-2170 if you would like to pre-register
at a discount.  Register at the door
starting at 9:30 a.m. on the day of the
seminar.

Okaloosa County MGs should contact
Sally L. about bringing refreshments.

Hope to see you all there.

For more Encore Azalea information, go
to http://www.encoreazalea.com.
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Book Review Klare Fox

Weeds of Southern Turfgrasses

Tim R. Murphy, Coordinating Author
Published by University of Florida/IFAS
Extension

I's about that time of
year again.
Homeowners will
begin noticing winter
weeds in all their glory
and thoughts will be
turning to the annual
battle for a weed-free
lawn.

Time for Master
Gardeners to prepare
to answer all those
questions like "What is
this weed?" and "How
do | get rid of it?" While Weeds of Southern
Turfgrasses does not address the latter, it is a
great resource for indentifying Florida's
abundance of weed types. And as we are told,
the key to weed management is identification.

Coming Events

Weeds are broken down into two main groups,
Grasses/Grass-Like Weeds and Broadleaf
Weeds. Full color photos of the weed both in
the lawn and close-up are paired with a short
descriptive paragraph including both common
and scientific names. All the ammunition you
need to help homeowners decide the best
management practice for the specific weeds
they are encountering in their landscape.

Who knows, while perusing the lovely names
such as Redstem Filaree and Cupid's-Shaving-
Brush, you may discover a new appreciation for
the beauty of weeds. Good luck with making
that go over!

This book is available in the Extension Office
Library as well as the IFAS/Extension
Bookstore.

ISBN 0-9746963-0-7

(Reprinted from The Compost Pile, Feb 2010)

—MG General Meeting Wednesday, Sep 1st, 9:00 a.m

—Crestview Landscape Workday, Any day you want to pull weeds

—Sept Board Meeting, Sep 15th, 9:30 a

—MG Education Seminar, Encore Azaleas, Sept 18th, 10a-1p, pre-

register for discount

—Plant Clinic, Wednesday, Sept 224, 10a-1p
—Nursery Workday, Last Friday of month (Sept 29th)

—Home Show in Crestview, Oct 2nd

(E-mail events to Editor/Compost Pile)
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My Garden Slumbers

by Christine Blanksvard

My garden slumbers in the winter, peaceful,
quiet, weedfree.
It's tranquil in this setting, no weeds to be
seen.
But comes the spring with its warmth and

flowers delight

Then the weeds poke out their ugly head, what

a nightmarish site.

| pull, | scream, they reappear.
My husband says "Didn't we just do this last
year, dear? "
My endless battle, it seems, I'm doomed not to
win.

Is shooting your weeds considered a sin?

Ergonica Weed Poetry Winner for July, 2001

(Thanks to Stacey for finding this)

Environmental Fate of Herbicides

The information contained in a slide show at the
UF site listed below may have way too much
data for most of us. It is, however, very
revealing as it lists the length of time various
herbicides remain in the environment and how
various ones are moved off site and damage
other areas.

The author concludes:
“Herbicides can meet one of three fates.
—persist

—move off site, or
—degrade in the environment
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Herbicides degrade in the environment by
microbial activity, exposure to light or chemical
reaction in water.

Most of the herbicides used today have a
relatively short life In the environment.

If they are found to persist too long, they will not
be granted registration by the EPA.”

J. Ferrell, Extension Weed Specialist, UF
http://weedext.ifas.ufl.edu/slides/environmental_fate2/
index.html


http://www.ergonica.com/ergonica_frame.htm?poetry/weed_poetry_ad.htm&1
http://www.ergonica.com/Weed_Tips.htm
http://www.ergonica.com/Weed_Tips.htm
http://www.ergonica.com/ergonica_frame.htm?poetry/weed_poetry_ad.htm&1

Last Word Lynn Fabian

If you plan to come to the MG Training
sessions, Friday would be a good time to brush
up on your knowledge of weeds and pesticides.

Sheila Dunning will be presenting the program
at 9:00 a.m. on Aug 27th. It is purely
coincidental that this month’s Compost Pile is
on the subject of weeds. Probably would have
made a lot of sense to wait and hear Sheila on
the subject. Oh, well...

If you do come to the training class, bring a
snack to add to the spread the students
provide. Not a lot, just something to add to the
table.

Thanks again to all of you who sent in articles
for The Compost Pile. 1t does make the
process of putting together each issue go more
smoothly if there are articles to pick and
choose from. If you send me an article, please

know that | will try to use it when space or the
topic allows.

Research for The Compost Pile always turns
up more sources than | can use. This one is a
commercial site (non-university) but it gives
links to all the states and their invasive weed
lists. Interesting to read.

http://www.ergonica.net/Weed_Lists1.htm#EWIRM
%Z20Matrix

See you in September. —Lynn

But make no ristake: the weeds
corll einy; nalure bat's /ast.
~Kobert M. Ale

Quotations used in this issue were found at http://www.quotegarden.com/site-info.html.
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The Compost Pile is a publication
of the Okaloosa County Master
Gardeners Association.

Okaloosa County Master Gardeners
Association is a volunteer
organization sponsored by
Okaloosa County Extension and the
University of Florida IFAS.

The Foundation for the Gator

Nation...an equal opportunity e MASTER
institution. ey CARDENER

UF |FLORIDA
Lynn Fabian, Editor
Ed Fabian, First Reader

Marg Stewart, Web Site Coordinator
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